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WELCOME TO THE DUGOUT

First things first — thank you.

You signed up, so this is yours. No fluff, no filler. This is built on countless hours of research
and the same working reference we use when we’re buying vintage at a show, looking over a
lot on the table, or calling cards live on Whatnot.

We define our vintage lane as pre-1980 Topps, the cardboard that built the hobby. What
you're holding is the map and how each set was made, which cards actually move, the
variations worth real money, and the player stories that turn a common into a conversation.

Read it front to back and you’ll know more than most dealers at your local show. Keep it on
your phone and you’ll never overpay for a miscut high number or walk past a Washington
variation again.

See you on our next stream,

Max and Joe

WHAT’S INSIDE

Every Topps set, 1951—1979 — design, structure, and the series where the money
hides.

Hall of Famers & rookies by year — know what you’re holding at a glance.

Variations & errors that pay — from '51 red backs to the 79 Bump Wills.

Stories that sell — the hooks that turn browsers into bidders.
A dealer’s reference kit — high-number maps, counterfeit watch list, condition traps.




READ THIS BEFORE YOU BID

Five things every vintage buyer should know

If you take nothing else from this guide, take these. They’re the difference between buying smart
and getting burned.

The high numbers are where the value hides
Through the mid-1970s, Topps printed the last series of each set in smaller quantities because
production ended as kids moved on to football. Those “high numbers” are scarcer and worth more
than low numbers from the same set, even for common players. Learn each year’s high-number
range (there’s a full map in the back).

Centering is the whole ballgame
Two cards can share the same grade and sell for wildly different money. A well-centered, sharp copy
— strong “eye appeal” — beats a technically-equal card that barely made grade. On chronically
miscut cards (79 Ozzie, '80 Rickey), pay up for centered and walk away from 70/30.

Buy the key cards graded
The most valuable vintage cards are also the most counterfeited: ’52 Mantle, 54 Aaron, 55 Clemente,
’63 Rose, ’68 Ryan. For anything with real value, buy it in a PSA or SGC holder. A raw “bargain” on a
key card is usually a bargain for a reason.

Colored borders chip — grade accordingly

1962’s wood grain and 1971’s black borders show every tick of wear along the edges. A high-grade
example of either is a genuine trophy. When you find one clean, it’s worth far more than the price
guide suggests.

The story is part of the value
A 1974 card that says “Washington” for a team that never moved. A 1976 Oscar Gamble afro the
Yankees made him cut. These aren’t just cards...they’re conversations. Knowing the story is how you
buy well and sell better.

HOW TO READ EACH SET

Every set entry follows the same four beats, so you always know where to look:
1-The Set 2 - Hall of Famers 3 - Rookie Cards 4 - Variations, Chase & Story




1951 Topps — Before the Beginning

THE SET: Red Backs and Blue Backs of 52-card miniature sets (2" x
2543") designed as a playing-card game. Plus two rare 11-card All-Star sets
and nine team photo cards.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: The Connie Mack All-Stars subset is a
HOF roster by itself with Babe Ruth, Christy Mathewson, Honus Wagner,
and other legends (curiously NOT Ty Cobb). The Current All-Stars and
Red/Blue Backs include stars like Yogi Berra, Robin Roberts, and Richie
Ashburn.

ROOKIE CARDS: No marquee rookies as this is a pre-flagship novelty
issue, not a comprehensive set.

VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Blue Backs are scarcer than Red
Backs (commons ~$15—20 vs. cheaper Red Backs). Red Back team-change variations exist for
Tommy Holmes and Gus Zernial. The Major League All-Stars (Current) set is rarer still — the three
short prints (Konstanty, Roberts, Stanky) are among the rarest Topps cards ever made. Story: The
game-card concept flopped against Bowman's full-color cards — which is exactly why Topps went big
and bold in 1952. The failure of 1951 created the masterpiece of 1952.

1952 Topps — The Set That Built the Hobby

THE SET: 407 cards, 298" x 334" (oversized), six series. First Topps set with stats and bio on back.
Designed by Sy Berger on his kitchen table in Brooklyn.

Series scarcity (critical for buying):

o Series 1 (#1-80): exists with BOTH red backs and black backs. Black

backs carry a 10—15% premium and are scarcer.

»  Series 3 (#131—-190): white stock; gray-back versions exist and are

rare (~3x premium).

»  Series 5 (#251-310): somewhat scarce. Cards #281-300 single-

printed (except #289 Holmes, #295 Cavarretta, #296 Rolfe).

«  Series 6 "high numbers" (#311—407): legendary scarcity — 94 single

prints, 3 double prints (#311-313).
HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: A murderers' row — Jackie Robinson
(#312), Willie Mays (#261, 2nd-year), Eddie Mathews (#407 RC), Pee Wee
Reese (#333), Roy Campanella, Yogi Berra (#191), Warren Spahn, Robin
Roberts, Hoyt Wilhelm (#392 RC), Bob Lemon, Early Wynn, Monte Irvin,
Johnny Mize, Enos Slaughter, Phil Rizzuto, Duke Snider (#37). And the
icon: Mickey Mantle #311.

ROOKIE CARDS:

- Eddie Mathews #407 — last card in the set, a condition nightmare, HOF third baseman.
«  Hoyt Wilhelm #392 — HOF knuckleballer, first reliever in Cooperstown.

- Billy Martin #175 — not a HOFer but a beloved/notorious manager later.

»  Note: Mantle #311 is NOT a rookie — it's his second-year card (true RC is 1951 Bowman

#253). Same for Mays (#261, true RC 1951 Bowman #305) and Robinson (#312, true RC 1948
Leaf).



VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY:

«  #48 Joe Page / #49 Johnny Sain: error versions with each other's backs swapped (~4x).

«  #311 Mantle Type 1 vs Type 2: double-printed with two distinct types (nameplate borders,
"ledge" overhang, back-stitching direction). Not graded as official variations but advanced
collectors care.

«  #307 Frank Campos: black-star back variation (~100x — a great rarity).

«  #391 Ben Chapman: photo is actually Sam Chapman.

«  #1 Andy Pafko: first card, lived atop rubber-banded stacks — high-grade copies are extreme
condition rarities; the black-back Pafko is "off the charts tough."

«  The ocean story (tell this on stream): Sixth-series cases sat unsold as kids turned to
football. Around 1960, Sy Berger loaded a reported 400—500 cases onto a garbage scow and
dumped them into the Atlantic off New Jersey. Hundreds of thousands of Mantles, Robinsons,
and Mathews rookies sleep with the fishes — the single decision that created the '52 high-number
scarcity.

1953 Topps — The Painted Set

THE SET: 274 cards, large format. Hand-painted portraits from photographs. Numbers #253, 261,
267, 268, 271, 275 were never issued (Bowman contract disputes).

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#82, his only
painted Topps card), Jackie Robinson (#1), Roy Campanella (#27),
Satchel Paige (#244), Whitey Ford, Yogi Berra, Warren Spahn, Eddie
Mathews, Duke Snider, Pee Wee Reese, Hoyt Wilhelm, Larry Doby,
Monte Irvin.

ROOKIE CARDS:

«  Johnny Podres #263 — high-series RC; 1955 World Series

hero who finally beat the Yankees for Brooklyn.

- Jim Gilliam #258 — Dodgers fixture, ROY '53.

«  Note: Whitey Ford's first Topps card is here, but his true RC

is 1951 Bowman.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: ~80 documented variations; the
major one is bio text in BLACK or WHITE print on cards #10, #44,
#61, #72, #81, and #86-165 (black-print ~20% premium). Short
prints in the final series (#221—280) are tougher. Story: The Paige ST. LOUIS BROWNS |
card misspells his name "Satchell" on the front. Paige was 46, still
effective for the St. Louis Browns (3.07 ERA in '52) — Bill Veeck signed him partly as a gate draw. It's
the only mainstream Topps card of the Negro Leagues legend. The Bowman war peaks in '53 —
both companies signing players to exclusives and suing each other, which is why stars bounce
between checklists '53-'55.




1954 Topps — Two Photos, Three Legends

THE SET: 250 cards. Dual-image design (portrait + action) on bold solid color backgrounds. NO
Mickey Mantle — Bowman had him under exclusive contract in '54—'55.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Ted Williams (#1 AND #250 — bookending the set), Hank Aaron
(RC), Ernie Banks (RC), Al Kaline (RC), Jackie Robinson, Yogi Berra, Whitey Ford, Duke Snider,
Warren Spahn, Eddie Mathews, Larry Doby, Bob Lemon, Nellie Fox, George Kell.

ROOKIE CARDS:

& HENRY AARON
{ B . Hank Aaron #128 — one of the most important rookie
2N .
i /‘1 cards in the hobby.

. Ernie Banks #94 — Mr. Cub's debut.
. Al Kaline #201 — Mr. Tiger, 3,000 hits, 18-time All-Star.
. Tommy Lasorda #132 — cult-classic RC; a wild lefty (0—4

career) who became a HOF manager.

VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Cards #1—50 exist with gray backs
(~2x+ premium); ~50 total variations per Dick Gilkeson's research.
Stories: Aaron's portrait shows a 19-year-old two years removed
from the Negro Leagues (Indianapolis Clowns); he signed with the
Braves for $50/month more than the Giants offered — match it, and
Aaron and Mays share an outfield. Banks went straight from the
Kansas City Monarchs to the Cubs with no minor-league time.
Williams bookending the set (first AND last card) was Topps'
statement of war after signing him away from Bowman.

1955 Topps — Horizontal History

THE SET: 206 cards, first all-horizontal Topps design. Numbers #175, 186, 203, 209 never issued
(Bowman casualties). Last year of the oversized format.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Roberto Clemente (RC), Sandy Koufax (RC), Harmon Killebrew
(RC), Willie Mays (#194), Ted Williams (#2), Duke
Snider (#210, last card), Yogi Berra, Ernie Banks,
Al Kaline, Hoyt Wilhelm, Whitey Ford.

ROOKIE CARDS:

+  Roberto Clemente #164 — notoriously

hard to find centered due to the horizontal cut.

- Sandy Koufax #123 — frequently faked;

buy graded only.

-  Harmon Killebrew #124 — HOF

slugger, 573 career HR. Y
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Only 2 ROBERTO CLEMENTE
documented variations — one of the cleanest sets
ever printed (#137 Harry Elliott and #177 Jim Robertson minor back-text). Stories: Clemente was a
Rule 5 pick — the Dodgers signed him and hid him in Montreal; Pirates GM Branch Rickey (who'd
signed Jackie Robinson) knew and took him for $4,000. Koufax was a 19-year-old "bonus baby"
forced onto the MLB roster, wild for six years, then 1961—66 the most dominant pitcher alive before
retiring at 30 with an arthritic elbow. Killebrew, another bonus baby, was signed off an Idaho
semipro field at 17 after a U.S. Senator tipped off the Senators.




1956 Topps — The Variation Goldmine

THE SET: 340 cards plus 2 unnumbered checklists. Horizontal, portrait + action art. First Topps
team cards. Final year of the large format. Topps bought Bowman in early '56.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle
(#135), Jackie Robinson (#30, his final Topps

\ card), Roberto Clemente (#33), Hank Aaron (#31),
Sandy Koufax (#79), Luis Aparicio (RC), Willie
Mays, Ted Williams, Yogi Berra (#110), Ernie
Banks, Al Kaline, Duke Snider, Whitey Ford,
Warren Spahn, Bob Feller.

ROOKIE CARDS:

. Luis Aparicio #292 — HOF shortstop,
"Little Looie," AL ROY '56. Often available in PSA 8
for reasonable money.

VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: 206
documented variations (most of any 1950s set). Cards #1-180 exist with WHITE or GRAY backs
(gray first, white later); PSA designates them separately — a master set is a monster project. Team
cards exist in THREE front variations: dated "1955," name centered (undated), name left (undated)
— dated versions ~2—2.5x. The two unnumbered checklists are condition rarities. Also chase the
league-president cards (#1 William Harridge, #2 Warren Giles — tough first/second position cards).
Story: The Robinson #30 is a farewell card; the art shows him barreling into a fielder. He was
traded to the Giants in December '56 and retired rather than report. Sell it with the story.

1957 Topps — The Modern Card Is Born

THE SET: 407 cards at the NEW standard size — 212" x 314" (still standard today). First real color
photography instead of paintings. The scarce "middle series" (#265—352) is the toughest run — a
quirk unique to '57.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#95), Brooks Robinson (RC), Frank Robinson
(RC), Don Drysdale (RC), Bill Mazeroski (RC), Sandy Koufax (#302), Roberto Clemente (#76), Hank
Aaron (#20), Willie Mays, Ted Williams, Yogi Berra, Ernie Banks, Al Kaline, Warren Spahn, Whitey
Ford, Duke Snider.

ROOKIE CARDS:

«  Brooks Robinson #328 — in the tough middle series, so scarcer

than Frank's; HOF "Human Vacuum Cleaner."

+  Frank Robinson #35 — HOF, only player MVP in both leagues.

Don Drysdale #18 — HOF Dodgers ace.

- Bill Mazeroski #24 — HOF second baseman, 1960 WS walk-off

legend.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Essentially no base variations (1
documented), but the four unnumbered checklists are brutal rarities. Also
chase #400 Dodgers' Sluggers (Furillo/Hodges/Campanella/Snider) and
#407 Mantle/Berra "Yankees' Power Hitters" (last card). Stories: The
Aaron #20 reversed-negative shows the most feared right-handed hitter of
his era batting lefty — never fixed, so the "error" IS the card. The Mantle
#95 "ghost" — a faint double-exposure from early color photography that
hobby lore has never identified.

DDGERS PITCHER



1958 Topps — Yellow Letters and a Missing Card

THE SET: 494 cards — but #145 was NEVER PRINTED (Ed Bouchee suspension). Solid color
backgrounds. First "Sport Magazine All-Star" subset. First Stan Musial Topps card (#476 All-Star).

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#150), Hank Aaron (#30), Willie Mays (#5), Stan
Musial (#476, first Topps card), Orlando Cepeda (RC), Roger Maris (RC — not HOF but iconic),
Ernie Banks, Ted Williams, Roberto Clemente, Sandy Koufax, Al Kaline, Yogi Berra, Warren Spahn,
Eddie Mathews.

Willie Mays ROOKIE CARDS:

» Roger Maris #47 — not a HOFer, but the 61-homer icon; a
perennial top demand card.

» Orlando Cepeda #343 — HOF "Baby Bull," NL. ROY '58.

» Curt Flood #464 — not HOF, but historically huge (free-
agency pioneer).
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: 33 cards have YELLOW
letter variations (14 yellow team name, 19 yellow player name)
vs. standard white — premiums often 3—10x, one of the most
collected variation runs in the hobby (#30 Aaron yellow-letter is
a major chase). Also chase #418 World Series Batting Foes
(Mantle/Aaron together, shot at the '57 Series). Stories: Maris
in '58 was an unheralded Cleveland kid soon shipped to Kansas
City (a glorified Yankees farm team); the Yankees grabbed him
in December '59, and the steroid era later made his "pure" 61
feel demand-proof. Curt Flood's refusal of a 1969 trade ("I am
not a piece of property to be bought and sold") cracked open
OUTFIELD SAN FRAN. GIANTS free agency — a card for history buffs, not just collectors.

1959 Topps — The Circles

THE SET: 572 cards (biggest yet), circular photo frames on colored backgrounds. High numbers
#507—-572 are scarce with distinctive pink/red backs.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#10), Willie Mays (#50), Hank Aaron (#380),
Roberto Clemente (#478), Bob Gibson (RC), Sparky Anderson (RC, as player), Ernie Banks, Ted
Williams, Sandy Koufax, Al Kaline, Yogi Berra, Warren Spahn, Eddie Mathews, Harmon Killebrew.

ROOKIE CARDS:

«  Bob Gibson #514 — high-number HOF rookie; the key RC
of the set.
«  Sparky Anderson #338 — his playing-days RC; later a
HOF manager.
+  Note: McCovey is NOT here as a rookie — he debuted
July '59 and his RC is 1960 Topps #316.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: 96 documented variations,
mostly early-series "optioned"/trade-line and #92 Dave Philley types;
several checklist variations. Also chase #212 Fence Busters
(Aaron/Mathews) and #321 Bob Cerv. Story: Gibson's smiling
rookie photo is the most misleading in the hobby — he was the
fiercest competitor of his era (hit 102 batters, wouldn't speak to :
opponents even at All-Star Games), and his 1.12 ERA in 1968 forced A DETRGI SIS
MLB to lower the mound five inches. They changed the geometry of
the sport because of him.




1960 Topps — Horizontal Again

THE SET: 572 cards, all-horizontal design. Introduced the Topps All-Star Rookie Team trophy
cards. High numbers #507-572 scarce.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey
Mantle (#350), Carl Yastrzemski (RC), Willie
McCovey (RC), Roberto Clemente (#326), Bob

. s : SELECTED BY THE
Gibson (#73, 2nd year), Willie Mays, Hank YOUTH OF AMERICA
Aaron, Ernie Banks, Sandy Koufax, Al Kaline, : WILLIE
Yogi Berra, Warren Spahn, Harmon Killebrew, |t : MCCOVEY

Eddie Mathews. 2 g , SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS
ROOKIE CARDS:

«  Carl Yastrzemski #148 — HOF,
Triple Crown '67, 3,000 hits/400 HR.
Willie McCovey #316 — HOF
"Stretch," All-Rookie trophy card; won ROY
unanimously after hitting .354 in 52 games.
- Jim Kaat — long-career lefty, recent
HOF inductee.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: ~25 documented variations, mostly gray/white-back checklist
runs. Also chase the All-Star high numbers #563 Mantle / #564 Mays. Story: The '60 set is
chronically undervalued — strong design, two legit HOF rookies, prices well below '59 and '61. For a
dealer, a set to buy.

1961 Topps — The Most-Graded Set Ever

THE SET: 587 cards, clean minimal design. PSA has graded more 1961 Topps than any other set
(395,000+), driven by the MVP and All-Star subsets. High numbers #523—-589 are genuinely scarce.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#300), Carl Yastrzemski (#287, 2nd year), Juan
Marichal (RC), Billy Williams (RC), Ron Santo (RC), Willie Mays (#150/#517), Hank Aaron, Roberto
Clemente, Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey, Sandy Koufax, Ernie Banks, Al Kaline, Warren Spahn,
Harmon Killebrew.

ROOKIE CARDS:

- Juan Marichal #417 — HOF "Dominican Dandy," one of the finest
pitchers of the decade.

- Billy Williams #141 — HOF "Sweet Swingin' Billy," NL ROY '61.

« Ron Santo #35 — HOF Cubs third baseman.

VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Chase #2 Roger Maris (the 61-
homer year!), #406 Mantle "Blasts 565 ft. Home Run" Baseball Thrills,
the #475—486 MVP subset, and #578 Mantle All-Star (brutal high
number). Story: THE Maris year — he and Mantle chased Ruth's 61 all
summer; the press wanted Mantle, not the quiet outsider. Maris's hair
fell out in clumps from stress. He hit 61 on the season's final day into a
JUAN MARICHAL half-empty Yankee Stadium. Any '61 Maris sells on that story.

Pitcher



1962 Topps — Wood Grain and Green Tint

THE SET: 598 cards, the famous wood-grain border (chips brutally — a major condition-rarity set).
First "In Action"-style multi-player specials, Babe Ruth Special subset (#135-144).

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#200/#318/#471),
Roberto Clemente (#10), Lou Brock (RC), Gaylord Perry (RC), Willie
Mays, Hank Aaron, Sandy Koufax, Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey, Carl
Yastrzemski, Ernie Banks, Al Kaline, Harmon Killebrew, Warren Spahn,
Juan Marichal, Billy Williams.

ROOKIE CARDS:

« Lou Brock #387 — HOF, 938 career steals, the Cubs' infamous
trade-away.

« Gaylord Perry #199 — HOF spitballer, 314 wins.

- Bob Uecker #594 — high-number RC; not HOF as a player but
"sells on personality forever" (Mr. Baseball).

« Joe Torre — HOF (as manager); his early-career card era.

VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: The GREEN TINT run — a chunk of Series 2 (#110—196) exists
in normal and greenish second-printing versions (Bill Skowron #110 etc., tough and collected hard).
Eight numbers feature entirely different player images between printings. #139 has FOUR versions
(two Hal Reniff poses + two Babe Ruth "Babe Hits 60" Specials, dirt vs. grass). #142 Ruth Special has
a "coaching for the Dodgers" variation. Story: Brock's rookie shows a Cub; the June 1964 trade to St.
Louis for Ernie Broglio is maybe the most lopsided ever — Brock hit .348 the rest of '64, won the
Series, stole 938 bases; Broglio won seven more games his whole career.

1963 Topps — Rose Arrives

THE SET: 576 cards, dual-photo design (large color + small B&W inset), colored bottom band. High
numbers tough.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#200), Hank Aaron (#390), Roberto Clemente
(#540), Sandy Koufax (#210), Carl Yastrzemski (#115), Willie Stargell (RC), Willie Mays, Bob
Gibson, Willie McCovey, Ernie Banks, Al Kaline, Harmon Killebrew, Warren Spahn, Juan Marichal,
Lou Brock, Billy Williams, Tony Oliva (RC).

ROOKIE CARDS:

- Pete Rose #537 — the key card; shared "Rookie Stars" card
(with Pedro Gonzalez, Ken McMullen, Al Weis). Not HOF
(banned), but a market cornerstone. Most counterfeited '60s card

— never buy raw.

- Willie Stargell #553 — HOF "Pops," chronically

undervalued.

+  Tony Oliva — "Tony O," recent HOF inductee.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Checklist/print variations; the
#54 Rookie Stars "1963" vs "1962 Rookie Stars" date variation is the
famous one. Stories: Mantle nicknamed Rose "Charlie Hustle" as
an INSULT after he sprinted to first on a walk in spring training;
Rose wore it as a badge — 4,256 hits, permanent gambling ban.
Stargell hit 475 homers (some of the longest ever measured) and Ll
captained the '79 "We Are Family" Pirates to a title at 39. PETE ROSE 2nd base




1964 Topps — Clean and Completable
THE SET: 587 cards, big bold team name across the top. Well-printed, widely available — a great
first vintage set and a dealer flip set.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#50), Hank Aaron
(#300), Willie Mays (#423), Phil Niekro (RC), Roberto Clemente,
Sandy Koufax, Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey, Carl Yastrzemski, Ernie
Banks, Al Kaline, Harmon Killebrew, Lou Brock, Willie Stargell, Billy
Williams, Juan Marichal, Tony Oliva.

ROOKIE CARDS:

. Phil Niekro #541 — HOF knuckleballer, 318 wins;
undervalued.

. Tony Conigliaro #146 — not HOF, but a great "what if" RC.
. Dick Allen #243 — listed as "Richie"; HOF (Class of 2025).
: The name on his cards is its own civil-rights-era story.

CARL YASTRZEMSKI VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Chase #125 Rose (2nd year,
heavily counterfeited), #331 AL Bombers
(Mantle/Maris/Kaline/Cash), #423 "Tops in NL" (Aaron/Mays).
Story: Tony C — local Boston kid, 24 HR at 19, youngest AL home-run champ ever at 20. An August
1967 Jack Hamilton fastball shattered his cheekbone and damaged his retina; two comebacks, then
his eyesight failed. One of the great "what if" cards.

RED SOX

1965 Topps — Pennants and the Brutal Highs

THE SET: 598 cards, team-pennant design (one of the most beloved). High numbers (#523—598)
among the toughest of the decade.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#350),
Roberto Clemente (#160), Hank Aaron (#170), Sandy
Koufax (#300), Steve Carlton (RC), Joe Morgan (RC),
Tony Perez (RC), Catfish Hunter (RC), Willie Mays, Bob
Gibson, Willie McCovey, Carl Yastrzemski, Ernie Banks, Al
Kaline, Harmon Killebrew, Lou Brock, Willie Stargell.

ROOKIE CARDS:

«  Steve Carlton #477 — HOF "Lefty," 329 wins,
four Cy Youngs.

+ Joe Morgan #16 — HOF, double-printed
(mercifully); two-time MVP Big Red Machine engine.

+  Tony Perez #581 — HOF "Doggie," high-number \ 7
SP — expensive. ‘ h
«  Catfish Hunter — HOF, perfect game '68, free- L\ z-z

agency pioneer.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Chase #533 Mets
Rookies (Tug McGraw et al., high number). Story: Carlton 0‘“\“5 y -
refused to speak to the press for ~15 years, letting his
slider talk. In 1972 he won 27 games for a 59-win Phillies OUTFIELD

team — 46% of their wins, maybe the greatest pitching TONY OLIVA
season relative to team quality ever.




1966 Topps — The Brutal High Series

THE SET: 598 cards, clean white design with the diagonal
team-name corner. The condition story is the BRUTAL high
series (#523—598), many short-printed — among the rarest
postwar commons. (Note: black borders are 1971, NOT 1966
— a common mix-up.)

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#50),
Roberto Clemente (#300), Hank Aaron (#500 SP), Jim
Palmer (RC), Ferguson Jenkins (RC), Don Sutton (RC),
Gaylord Perry (#598, last card SP), Willie Mays, Sandy
Koufax, Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey, Carl Yastrzemski,
Ernie Banks, Al Kaline, Harmon Killebrew, Lou Brock, Steve
Carlton, Joe Morgan.

ROOKIE CARDS:

« Jim Palmer #126 — HOF, three Cy Youngs, three

rings; abundant, so high-grade is affordable.

«  Ferguson Jenkins #254 — HOF "Fergie," 3,000 K

/ under 1,000 walks.

«  Don Sutton #288 — HOF, 324 wins, durability legend.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: #43 Don Landrum button-airbrush variation; #104 Alex
Johnson with/without trade statement — both "stupid tough." #591 Bart Shirley/Grant Jackson SP
anchors the killer high series. Story: Palmer was 19 in his photo, 20 when he shut out Koufax in the
'66 World Series (youngest WS shutout ever), and never allowed a grand slam in 3,948 innings. He
later modeled underwear — pair the rookie with a Jockey ad for a guaranteed stream laugh.

SANDY KOUFAX pitcher

1967 Topps — Seaver and the Hardest Highs

THE SET: 609 cards (largest yet), clean design, big photos. The high series (#534—609) is arguably
THE toughest postwar high-number run, full of SPs.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#150),
Willie Mays (#200), Hank Aaron (#250), Tom Seaver (RC),
Rod Carew (RC), Roberto Clemente, Sandy Koufax, Bob
Gibson, Willie McCovey, Carl Yastrzemski, Ernie Banks, Al
Kaline, Harmon Killebrew, Lou Brock, Willie Stargell, Steve
Carlton, Joe Morgan, Jim Palmer, Ferguson Jenkins.

ROOKIE CARDS:

. Tom Seaver #581 — high-number HOF rookie, a
top-10 postwar card; "Tom Terrific."

. Rod Carew #569 — high-number HOF rookie
(double-printed mercifully), seven batting titles.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: #223 Mike Ryan "no dot
over the i" signature variation; several puzzle-piece checklist
backs. Chase #45 Maris (airbrushed Cardinals cap), #609
Tommy John (last card SP), #604 Red Sox Team (SP, the
Impossible Dream team). Story: Seaver reached the Mets
through a literal lottery — his Atlanta contract was voided on
a technicality, and MLB drew the Mets' name from a hat
among teams willing to match the bonus. Two years later:
the Miracle Mets.




1968 Topps — Burlap and the Big Two

THE SET: 598 cards, burlap-texture borders that hide wear well — high grades more achievable
than '66/'67.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#280), Hank Aaron (#110), Roberto Clemente
(#150), Willie Mays (#50), Nolan Ryan (RC), Johnny Bench (RC), Tom Seaver (#45, 2nd year),
Sandy Koufax (retired — appears in specials), Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey, Carl Yastrzemski, Ernie
Banks, Al Kaline, Harmon Killebrew, Lou Brock, Willie Stargell, Steve Carlton, Joe Morgan, Rod

ROOKIE CARDS:

. Nolan Ryan #177 — shared with Jerry Koosman; one of the
most important rookie cards in the hobby. Seven no-hitters, 5,714 K.
Most counterfeited '60s card after the Rose — buy graded.
. Johnny Bench #247 — shared with Ron Tompkins; HOF,
redefined catching.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Minor checklist variations; the
Ryan/Koosman has print batches that matter to graders (centering is
chronically poor — left-right shift is the rule). Chase #490 "Super
A Stars" (Mantle/Mays/Killebrew — the only front pairing of Mantle

" pcHeR AND Mays in their careers). Story: Ted Williams signed a ball for
METS rookie Bench: "To Johnny Bench, a Hall of Famer for sure." He was
right.

1969 Topps — White Letters and Last Cards

THE SET: 664 cards. Mantle's final card. Expansion year (Padres,
Expos, Pilots, Royals) = airbrushing everywhere.

TOM
HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Mickey Mantle (#500, final card), SEAVER

Pitcher

Roberto Clemente (#190), Hank Aaron (#100), Reggie Jackson (RC),
Rollie Fingers (RC), Johnny Bench (#95, 2nd year), Nolan Ryan (#533,
2nd year), Willie Mays, Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey (#440), Carl
Yastrzemski, Ernie Banks, Al Kaline, Harmon Killebrew, Lou Brock,
Willie Stargell, Steve Carlton, Joe Morgan, Rod Carew, Tom Seaver,
Jim Palmer.

ROOKIE CARDS:

+  Reggie Jackson #260 — HOF "Mr. October," set

cornerstone; frequently altered, buy graded.

- Rollie Fingers #597 — high-number HOF rookie, the

mustachioed closer.

«  Bobby Bonds — notable RC (Barry's father).
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: WHITE LETTER variations — a Series 5 print run with last
names in WHITE instead of yellow (~23 cards); the #500 Mantle White Letter is the king (#468
Pirates Rookies, #440 McCovey, #447 Houk also affected). #653 Aurelio Rodriguez doesn't show
Rodriguez — it's the Angels' batboy, Leonard Garcia; a famous error that made Topps' own all-time
top-75 list. Story: Mantle retired in spring '69, so #500 became his farewell — he hit .237 his final
season and called finishing at .298 lifetime his biggest regret. The white-letter version is a great
variation chase.




1970 Topps — Gray Borders, Big Set

THE SET: 720 cards (biggest yet), gray borders that hide wear. All Brewers appear as Seattle Pilots
(the only flagship cards of a one-year franchise). First year with no Mantle since 1951.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Roberto Clemente (#350),
' Hank Aaron (#500), Frank Robinson (#700), Reggie Jackson
' (#140, 2nd year), Willie Mays, Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey,
| Carl Yastrzemski, Ernie Banks, Al Kaline, Harmon Killebrew,
Lou Brock, Willie Stargell, Steve Carlton, Joe Morgan, Rod
Carew, Tom Seaver, Johnny Bench, Nolan Ryan (#712, high
THURMAN B number), Jim Palmer, Ferguson Jenkins, Reggie Jackson.

MUNSON ROOKIE CARDS:

« Thurman Munson #189 — not HOF, but permanent
emotional demand, especially in the Northeast.

« Vida Blue — '71 MVP/Cy Young, notable RC.

« Bill Buckner — long-career RC with its own infamous story.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Chase #712 Nolan Ryan
(sneaky-tough high number) and #1 World Champion Mets
(first-card condition rarity). Sparky Anderson's managerial
"rookie" appears with an airbrushed Padres-coaching photo.
Story: Munson — gruff, mustachioed, the Yankees' first

| captain since Gehrig — died August 2, 1979, at 32 flying his own
| jet home on off days. The Yankees still leave his locker empty in
their clubhouse museum.

1971 Topps — The Black Border Monster

THE SET: 752 cards with BLACK borders — every corner tick shows white; — .
the single toughest condition challenge in postwar collecting. First photos | METS
on card backs; first true action photography on fronts. tom seaver. . #., pilcharg

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Roberto Clemente (#630, his final full
season), Ernie Banks (#525, final card), Johnny Bench (#250), Reggie
Jackson (#20), Bert Blyleven (RC), Ted Simmons (RC), Hank Aaron, Willie
Mays, Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey, Carl Yastrzemski, Al Kaline, Harmon
Killebrew, Lou Brock, Willie Stargell, Steve Carlton, Joe Morgan, Rod
Carew, Tom Seaver, Jim Palmer, Ferguson Jenkins, Luis Aparicio (#750).

ROOKIE CARDS:

+  Bert Blyleven #26 — HOF, 3,701 K, the curveball legend.
«  Steve Garvey #341 — not HOF, but a popular '70s-'80s star RC. ‘ s
¢ Ted Simmons — HOF catcher, "Simba." (Card number flagged for verlﬁcatlon agalnst
TCDB before listing — sources disagreed in earlier drafting.)
+  Dusty Baker / Don Baylor #709 — high-number SP rookie; Baker is a future HOF
manager.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Numerous print oddities (bat color, ink batches). High numbers
#644—752 are short-printed AND black-bordered — worst of both worlds. Story for the stream:
ANY 1971 in PSA 8 is a trophy — black ink chips if you breathe on it. A '71 high-number star in NM is
rarer than price guides suggest. The set where "pack-fresh" actually means something.




1972 Topps — Psychedelic Madness

THE SET: 787 cards (biggest of the vintage era), the tombstone/arched "mod" design in wild colors.
First "Traded" cards (#751—757), first "In Action" subset, first "Boyhood Photos."

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Roberto Clemente
(#309/#310, his final regular issue), Hank Aaron
(#299/#300), Johnny Bench (#433/#434), Nolan Ryan
(#5935, first Angels card), Carlton Fisk (RC), Steve Carlton
(#751 Traded), Frank Robinson (#756 Traded), Willie Mays,
Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey, Carl Yastrzemski, Al Kaline,
Harmon Killebrew, Lou Brock, Willie Stargell, Joe Morgan,
Rod Carew, Tom Seaver, Jim Palmer, Reggie Jackson.

ROOKIE CARD:

«  Carlton Fisk #79 — shared with Cecil Cooper; HOF

"Pudge," 24 years behind the plate.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Yellow vs. orange under-
name color batches and checklist varieties; In Action cards
double the chase list for player collectors. High numbers
#657—787 are tough. Stories: The Ryan-to-California trade
(for Jim Fregosi) is arguably the worst in Mets history — Ryan
threw four no-hitters as an Angel. Clemente's #309/310
became memorial cards: he died December 31, 1972, in a 1| NERE.. = «) _
plane crash delivering earthquake relief to Nicaragua, exactly =" NOLAN RYAN ==
3,000 hits into his career; the Hall waived its five-year wait. e

1973 Topps — Farewell Clemente, Hello Schmidt

THE SET: 660 cards — Topps shrank the set, and '73 was the LAST year of series-by-series
distribution (from '74 on, all cards released at once). The #615 Schmidt rookie is in the final series
ever sold as a series.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Roberto Clemente (#50, posthumous), Hank Aaron (#100),
Willie Mays (#305, final regular card), Mike Schmidt (RC), Goose Gossage (RC), Johnny Bench
(#380), Nolan Ryan (#220), Pete Rose (#130), Bob Gibson, Willie McCovey, Carl Yastrzemski, Al
Kaline, Harmon Killebrew, Lou Brock, Willie Stargell, Steve Carlton, Joe Morgan, Rod Carew, Tom
Seaver, Jim Palmer, Carlton Fisk.

ROOKIE CARDS:

. Mike Schmidt #615 — shared with Ron Cey and John
Hilton; HOF, greatest third baseman ever, 548 HR. Last-series RC,
mint copies four figures.

. Goose Gossage — HOF closer RC.

. Dwight Evans — long-career Red Sox RC.

VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Chase #1 All-Time Home Run
Leaders (Ruth/Aaron/Mays). Story: The #1 card was deliberate —
Topps knew Aaron's chase of Ruth was THE story of '73—'74. Aaron
finished '73 at 713, one short, and spent the winter receiving

‘ 930,000 pieces of mail, much of it racist death threats, requiring an
CAREW . FBI detail and a bodyguard for his daughter. He hit #715 on April 8,

hﬂlNNESbTA TWINS 2nd BASE 1974




1974 Topps — Washington, Loud and Clear

THE SET: 660 cards, first all-at-once release. First standalone Traded set (44 cards).

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Hank Aaron (#1 "New All-Time Home Run King"), Willie
McCovey (#250, the Washington variation HOFer), Nolan Ryan (#20), Mike Schmidt (#283, 2nd
year), Dave Winfield (RC), Dave Parker (RC), Willie Stargell, Bob Gibson, Carl Yastrzemski, Al
Kaline, Lou Brock, Joe Morgan, Rod Carew, Tom Seaver, Johnny Bench, Jim Palmer, Reggie
Jackson, Steve Carlton.

ROOKIE CARDS:

. Dave Winfield #456 — HOF, 3,000 hits, seven Gold
Gloves; went straight from college to the majors.

. Dave Parker #252 — HOF "The Cobra" (Class of 2025) — a
demand catalyst.

VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: THE Washington Nat'l
variation — the Padres were headed to D.C. until Ray Kroc
(McDonald's) bought the team January 26, 1974; Topps had already
printed 15 Padres cards reading "WASHINGTON NAT'L LEA,"
making those the scarcer premium versions. Key: #250 McCovey
(the HOF Washington), plus #32 Grubb, #53 Kendall, #102 Greif,
#148 Hilton, #173 Jones, #197 Romo, #226 team card, #241
Beckert, #364 Gaston, #387 Morales, and #599 Rookie Pitchers
(three versions). Story: Winfield was drafted by FOUR teams in
THREE sports — MLB, NBA (Hawks), ABA (Utah Stars), and NFL
(Vikings, despite never playing college football).

OUTFIELD

DAVE
WINFIELD

1975 Topps — Color Riot + The Mini

THE SET: 660 cards, two-tone color-combo borders (the most colorful Topps ever). The '75 MINT is
a ~20%-smaller parallel test-marketed in Michigan and select West Coast areas — minis run ~3—5x
regular versions. Real minis measure 214" x 318" (watch for trimmed regulars faked as minis).

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Hank Aaron (#660, last card, his
return to Milwaukee), Nolan Ryan (#500), Pete Rose (#320), George
Brett (RC), Robin Yount (RC), Gary Carter (RC), Jim Rice (RC), Willie
McCovey, Carl Yastrzemski, Lou Brock, Joe Morgan, Rod Carew, Tom
Seaver, Johnny Bench, Jim Palmer, Reggie Jackson, Steve Carlton, Willie
Stargell.

ROOKIE CARDS:

«  George Brett #228 — HOF, .390 in 1980, 3,154 hits.

«  Robin Yount #223 — HOF, everyday MLB shortstop at

EIGHTEEN, 3,142 hits.

«  Gary Carter #620 — HOF "The Kid," catcher.

+ Jim Rice — HOF Red Sox slugger; Fred Lynn (RC) is the '75 R

ROY/MVP twin. GEORGE BRETT W&

«  Keith Hernandez — notable RC (shared Rookie 1st Basemen

card). (Card number flagged for TCDB verification before listing.)
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Mini versions of all the above at multiples; a mini master set is a
major trophy. Stories: Brett and Yount were drafted three picks apart in 1973, both debuted in '74,
both reached 3,000 hits, both first-ballot HOF — rookies in the same set. Herb Washington (#407)
has the only card ever labeled "PINCH RUNNER" — a world-class sprinter Charlie Finley signed who
played 105 games without ever batting, pitching, or fielding.




1976 Topps — Quiet Class

THE SET: 660 cards + 44-card Traded set. Clean design with position silhouettes. Affordable, well-
printed.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Hank Aaron (#550, his true final
Topps regular card), Nolan Ryan (#330), Pete Rose (#240), Reggie
Jackson (#500), George Brett (#19, 2nd year), Robin Yount (#316,
2nd year), Dennis Eckersley (RC), Carl Yastrzemski, Lou Brock, Joe
Morgan, Rod Carew, Tom Seaver, Johnny Bench, Jim Palmer, Steve
Carlton, Willie Stargell, Gary Carter.

ROOKIE CARDS:

«  Dennis Eckersley #98 — HOF, unique as both elite starter
and elite closer; undervalued.
*  Ron Guidry — Yankees ace RC ("Louisiana Lightning").
»  Note: Willie Randolph's first appearance is the '76 base
Rookie Infielders, not the Traded set. (Verify card number
against TCDB before listing.)
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Traded #74T Oscar Gamble (THE
afro card). Story: The Yankees acquired Gamble in November "75, and Steinbrenner's grooming
policy forced him to cut the afro before he could wear pinstripes — the Traded card preserves what
the Boss destroyed. Maybe the single best "story card” of the decade for engagement.

1977 Topps — Airbrush Theater

THE SET: 660 cards. Expansion again (Mariners, Blue Jays) = dozens of bad airbrushed caps; free
agency's first winter compounds it.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Nolan Ryan (#650), Pete

WKEE& Rose (#450), Reggie Jackson (#10, airbrushed Yankees cap),
Andre Dawson (RC), Dale Murphy (RC), Bruce Sutter (RC),
REGGIE JACKSON Carl Yastrzemski, Lou Brock, Joe Morgan, Rod Carew, Tom

Seaver, Johnny Bench, Jim Palmer, Steve Carlton, Willie
Stargell, George Brett, Robin Yount, Gary Carter.

ROOKIE CARDS:

+Andre Dawson #473 — HOF "The Hawk," eight Gold
Gloves; significantly undervalued.

«Dale Murphy #476 — not HOF (yet), back-to-back MVP;
affordable.

*Bruce Sutter #144 — HOF closer, split-finger pioneer.
«Mark Fidrych #265 — not HOF, but one of the most
beloved cult cards ever.

VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: Reggie's #10 was
airbrushed into a Yankees cap (signed too late for a real photo).
Story: Fidrych's 1976 — 19—9, 2.34, 24 complete games,
sellouts every start, on the MLLB minimum $16,500. "The Bird"
talked to the baseball and manicured the mound by hand;
injuries ended him by 24. Permanently strong search traffic.




1978 Topps — The Smudge and the Captain

THE SET: 726 cards, script team names, clean white borders. Record Breaker subset leads the set.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Nolan Ryan (#400), Pete
Rose (#20, the 44-game-streak year), George Brett (#100),
Eddie Murray (RC), Paul Molitor (RC), Alan Trammell (RC),
Jack Morris (RC), Carl Yastrzemski, Lou Brock, Joe Morgan,
Rod Carew, Tom Seaver, Johnny Bench, Jim Palmer, Steve
Carlton, Willie Stargell, Reggie Jackson, Robin Yount, Gary
Carter.

ROOKIE CARDS:

«  Eddie Murray #36 — HOF, 500 HR / 3,000 hits,
"Steady Eddie."

«  Paul Molitor / Alan Trammell #707 — shared
(with U.L. Washington and Mickey Klutts); both HOF.
Famously plagued by a print smudge, making clean high-
grade scarce.

- Jack Morris — HOF, Game 7 1991 legend.

Lou Whitaker #704 — "Sweet Lou"; he and
Trammell (the longest-running double-play partnership
ever) have rookies three numbers apart.

Qsdnalls —

LOU BROCK

VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: The #707 smudge is the condition story — PSA 9s $300+, a 10
brought $10K+. Story: Murray was the quietest 500-HR/3,000-hit man ever; he stopped talking to
the press in 1979 and basically never resumed. The cardboard did his talking.

1979 Topps — The Wizard and the Bump

THE SET: 726 cards. Topps logo moves onto the front (first time on a flagship since the '50s

inserts).

ROOKIE CARDS:

real premiums.

HALL OF FAMERS IN THE SET: Nolan Ryan (#115), Pete
Rose (#650, first Phillies card), Reggie Jackson (#700),
Ozzie Smith (RC), Carl Yastrzemski, Lou Brock, Joe Morgan,
Rod Carew, Tom Seaver, Johnny Bench, Jim Palmer, Steve
Carlton, Willie Stargell, George Brett, Robin Yount, Eddie
Murray, Gary Carter, Dennis Eckersley, Andre Dawson.

. Ozzie Smith #116 — HOF "The Wizard," 13 straight
Gold Gloves; chronically miscut, so centered PSA 8+ carry

. Pedro Guerrero — Dodgers slugger RC.
VARIATIONS, CHASE & STORY: THE Bump Wills #369
error — Sy Berger got bad "inside info" that Wills was traded
to Toronto; Topps printed him as a BLUE JAY, then
corrected to RANGER (the scarcer version). A perfect $20—
40 story card. (The #115 Ryan number is flagged for TCDB
verification before listing.) Story: Ozzie's backflip started
as a one-time fan-appreciation stunt in San Diego and
became a 15-year St. Louis tradition. His rookie is the last
great chase card of the vintage era.



CROSS-SET KNOWLEDGE WORTH

OWNING

HIGH NUMBER SERIES MAP (WHERE THE MONEY HIDES):

1952: #311—407 (the legend)

1953: #221—280 + never-issued numbers

1955: #161—210 tougher

1957: MIDDLE series #265—352 (the exception)
1958: no true high scarcity but #145 never printed
1959: #507-572

1960: #507—572

1961: #523—-589

1962: #523—-598

1965: #523—598

1966: #523—598 (brutal SPs)

1967: #534—609 (the worst)

1968—69: milder

1970: #634—720

1971: #644—752 (black border + SP)

1972: #657—-787

1973: #529—660 (last series ever).

THE VARIATION HIERARCHY (MOST COLLECTED VINTAGE VARIATION RUNS):

1952 red/black backs + Page/Sain swaps

1956 white/gray backs + dated/undated team cards (206 variations)

1958 yellow letters (33 cards)

1962 green tints + image swaps

1969 white letters (~23 cards, Mantle is king)

1974 Washington Nat'l (15—16 cards, McCovey is king)

1979 Bump Wills Blue Jays/Rangers

COU NTERFEIT WATCH LIST (NEVER BUY RAW) '52 Mantle, '54 Aaron, '55 Clemente, '55

Koufax, '63 Rose, '68 Ryan/Koosman, '69 Reggie, 75 Brett (minis especially — real minis measure
214" x 31/8").

THE DEALER'S EYE — CONDITION TRAPS BY SET:

Noghwnr

+  Wood grain ('62) and black borders ('71) chip: grade everything decent.

«  '52,'53 (large format): centering and rough cuts standard; eye appeal sells over technical
grade.

«  'p7: print snow on dark backgrounds.

« '75: border two-tone makes corner wear scream; minis got handled hard.

«  '78 #707: the smudge — clean copies are the play.

«  '79 Ozzie / '80 Rickey: centering is everything; pay up for centered, walk from 70/30.



QUICK HOF + ROOKIE INDEX

(ALPHABETICAL, CROSS-REFERENCE)

For when a buyer names a player and you need the year fast. "RC" = Topps rookie year; true pre-
Topps rookies noted.

+ Aaron, Hank ("Hammerin' Hank") — RC 1954 — HOF

«  Allen, Dick ("Crash") — RC 1964 — HOF (2025)

«  Aparicio, Luis ("Little Looie") — RC 1956 — HOF

+  Banks, Ernie ("Mr. Cub") — RC 1954 — HOF

«  Bench, Johnny — RC 1968 — HOF

«  Blue, Vida — RC 1970

+  Blyleven, Bert — RC 1971 — HOF

. Brett, George — RC 1975 — HOF

+  Brock, Lou — RC 1962 — HOF

«  Buckner, Bill — RC 1970

« Campanella, Roy — 1952 Topps (true RC 1948 Leaf) — HOF
+  Carew, Rod — RC 1967 — HOF

«  Carlton, Steve ("Lefty") — RC 1965 — HOF

+  Carter, Gary ("The Kid") — RC 1975 — HOF

+  Cepeda, Orlando ("Baby Bull") — RC 1958 — HOF

+  Clemente, Roberto ("The Great One") — RC 1955 — HOF
«  Conigliaro, Tony — RC 1964

«  Dawson, Andre ("The Hawk") — RC 1977 — HOF

+  Drysdale, Don — RC 1957 — HOF

«  Eckersley, Dennis ("Eck") — RC 1976 — HOF

«  Evans, Dwight — RC 1973

+  Fidrych, Mark ("The Bird") — RC 1977

- Fingers, Rollie — RC 1969 — HOF

- Fisk, Carlton ("Pudge") — RC 1972 — HOF

«  Flood, Curt — RC 1958

+  Ford, Whitey — 1953 Topps (true RC 1951 Bowman) — HOF
e«  Garvey, Steve — RC 1971

«  Gibson, Bob ("Hoot") — RC 1959 — HOF

. Gossage, Goose — RC 1973 — HOF

+  Guerrero, Pedro — RC 1979

+  Guidry, Ron — RC 1976

+  Henderson, Rickey ("Man of Steal") — RC 1980 — HOF
«  Hernandez, Keith — RC 1975

«  Hunter, Catfish — RC 1965 — HOF

- Jackson, Reggie ("Mr. October") — RC 1969 — HOF

+  Jenkins, Ferguson ("Fergie") — RC 1966 — HOF

- Kaline, Al ("Mr. Tiger") — RC 1954 — HOF

+  Killebrew, Harmon ("Killer") — RC 1955 — HOF

+  Koufax, Sandy — RC 1955 — HOF

- Lasorda, Tommy — RC 1954 — HOF (as manager)



- Lynn, Fred — RC 1975

«  Mantle, Mickey ("The Mick") — 1952 Topps (true RC 1951 Bowman) — HOF
«  Marichal, Juan — RC 1961 — HOF

- Maris, Roger — RC 1958

«  Mathews, Eddie — RC 1952 — HOF

- Mays, Willie ("Say Hey Kid") — 1952 Topps (true RC 1951 Bowman) — HOF
«  Mazeroski, Bill ("Maz") — RC 1957 — HOF

«  McCovey, Willie ("Stretch") — RC 1960 — HOF

«  Molitor, Paul — RC 1978 — HOF

. Morgan, Joe — RC 1965 — HOF

«  Morris, Jack — RC 1978 — HOF

e Munson, Thurman — RC 1970

«  Murphy, Dale — RC 1977

«  Murray, Eddie ("Steady Eddie") — RC 1978 — HOF

»  Niekro, Phil ("Knucksie") — RC 1964 — HOF

e Oliva, Tony — RC 1963 — HOF

- Paige, Satchel — 1953 Topps (true RC 1948 Leaf) — HOF
«  Palmer, Jim ("Cakes") — RC 1966 — HOF

«  Parker, Dave ("The Cobra") — RC 1974 — HOF (2025)

+  Perez, Tony ("Doggie") — RC 1965 — HOF

+  Perry, Gaylord — RC 1962 — HOF

«  Rice, Jim — RC 1975 — HOF

Robinson, Brooks — RC 1957 — HOF

+  Robinson, Frank — RC 1957 — HOF

«  Robinson, Jackie — 1952 Topps (true RC 1948 Leaf) — HOF
«  Rose, Pete ("Charlie Hustle") — RC 1963

+  Ryan, Nolan ("Ryan Express") — RC 1968 — HOF

«  Santo, Ron — RC 1961 — HOF

*  Schmidt, Mike — RC 1973 — HOF

«  Seaver, Tom ("Tom Terrific") — RC 1967 — HOF
Simmons, Ted ("Simba") — RC 1971 — HOF

*  Smith, Ozzie ("The Wizard") — RC 1979 — HOF

- Stargell, Willie ("Pops") — RC 1963 — HOF

*  Sutton, Don — RC 1966 — HOF

«  Torre, Joe — RC 1962 — HOF (as manager)

Trammell, Alan ("Tram") — RC 1978 — HOF
Whitaker, Lou ("Sweet Lou") — RC 1978

*  Wilhelm, Hoyt — RC 1952 — HOF

+  Williams, Billy — RC 1961 — HOF

- Williams, Ted — 1954 Topps (true RC 1939 Play Ball) — HOF
- Winfield, Dave — RC 1974 — HOF

»  Yastrzemski, Carl ("Yaz") — RC 1960 — HOF

+  Yount, Robin — RC 1975 — HOF

NOTE ON MULTI-PLAYER ROOKIES: Several of the most valuable cards are shared rookies
(Schmidt 73, Brett & Yount in different "75 cards, Carlton '65, Seaver & Carew '67, Ryan & Koosman
'68, Molitor & Trammell "78). The rookie year is correct, but the player shares the card with one to
three others, which matters for grading and pricing.



COME FIND US

Now that you know the cards, come get some.

This guide is the homework. The fun part is live — real vintage, real prices, most nights of the
week. Here’s where we are.

LIVE Whatnot — vintage nights are where the deals happen. Pre-1980 Topps, set
AUCTIONS breaks, and the story cards from this guide, called live. [ your Whatnot handle ]

TUEISTORE etBaylf I]graded keys, singles, and set fillers, listed and shipped fast. [ your eBay
store lin

WANT Tell us what you’re chasing. Building a set? Hunting one card? Send your
LIST . ) o

want list and we’ll keep an eye out on every lot we buy. [ your want-list link ]

The vintage list — you're already on it. Expect first look at fresh vintage,

stream reminders, and more guides like this one. [ your social handles ]

STAY CLOSE

MAXMAN101 SPORTS CARDS - VINTAGE

Prices and card numbers in this guide are directional — always confirm against current sold listings and a checklist before buying.
Veritfy card numbers on TCDB before listing.

SOURCES & NOTES

Sources: PSA CardFacts, Baseball Hall of Fame Card Corner, SABR Baseball Cards blog, Sports Collectors Daily, Old Baseball
Cards (OBC) variation archive, CGC, Cardboard Connection, Baseball Almanac, Dean's Cards, TCDB. The per-year Hall of
Famer rosters list notable HOF/key players appearing in each set and are not exhaustive checklists. Card numbers flagged
"verify against TCDB" should be confirmed before listing or streaming. Prices are directional — always confirm against
current eBay solds and PSA APR before buying or pricing.



